
SELECT BOARD 
MEETING MINUTES – August 14, 2023 

 
 
 
7:00 p.m. -  Chair’s Introduction to Remote Meeting 
Chair Cohen read the current remote meeting notice and confirmed the following Select Board 
members and others could hear and be heard. 
 
Select Board (SB)   Others 
Mitch Cohen, Chair   Robert Reed, Interim Town Administrator 
Kristen Wixted, Vice Chair  Rebecca Meekins, Assistant Town Administrator 
Laura Ziton, Clerk    
Julianne Hirsh 
Lisa Maselli      
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
SB Chair Cohen invited comments from the public.  There were none. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES – JULY 6, 2023 MEETING 
SB Member Maselli moved the Board vote to approve the July 6, 2023 meeting minutes as 
presented; SB Member Hirsh seconded the motion; the roll call vote was taken as follows: 
 
Hirsh “aye”  Maselli “aye” 
Wixted “aye”  Cohen  “aye” 
Ziton “aye”  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES – JULY 17, 2023 MEETING 
SB Member Wixted moved the Board vote to approve the July 17, 2023 meeting minutes as 
presented; SB Member Hirsh seconded the motion; the roll call vote was taken as follows: 
 
Hirsh “aye”  Maselli “aye” 
Wixted “aye”  Cohen  “aye” 
Ziton “aye”  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES – JULY 26, 2023 MEETING 
SB Member Hirsh moved the Board vote to approve the July 26, 2023 meeting minutes as 
presented; SB Member Wixted seconded the motion; the roll call vote was taken as follows: 
 
Hirsh “aye”  Maselli “aye” 
Wixted “aye”  Cohen  “aye” 
Ziton “aye”  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES – JULY 31, 2023 MEETING 
SB Member Ziton moved the Board vote to approve the July 31, 2023 meeting minutes as 
presented; SB Member Hirsh seconded the motion; the roll call vote was taken as follows: 
 
Hirsh “aye”  Maselli “aye” 
Wixted “aye”  Cohen  “aye” 
Ziton “aye”  
 
  

kwilber
Received



Select Board Meeting  Minutes 2 August 14, 2023 
 
 

 

7:00 pm – PUBLIC HEARING 
To consider an application for a new Wine & Malt Beverages Package Store License as submitted 
by AC Fresh Interiors, LLC d/b/a White Cottage for premises located at 290 West Main Street, #2. 
 
Alicia Garbarino and Cheryl Meyer were present.  Ms. Garbarino and Ms. Meyer are co-owners 
of White Cottage, a home décor and gift shop establishment that has been in business for  
approximately 10 years.  They are seeking a Wine & Malt Package Store License as a creative way 
to boost business by allowing them to include beer or wine in their boxed gift sets.  Ms. Garbarino 
will serve as the manager of record.  Both owners have plans to attend an alcohol training program 
on August 21st and will be TIPS certified. 
 
Chair Cohen noted for the record that this is the last available Wine & Malt Package Store License 
that would be granted under the Town’s quota.  He added that according to Executive Assistant 
Diane Wackell there has not been any interest in this license for a number of years.       
 
Following some questions and comments from members of the Board, it was confirmed that if 
there were to be any future changes to the business that would result in a transfer of the Wine & 
Malt Package Store License, it would first require approval by the Board.  SB Member Maselli 
expressed concern with this being the fourth establishment located within this strip mall that will 
serve or sell alcoholic beverages.   
 
Detective Sergeant Brian Griffin stated that he has conducted a background check and has no 
concerns to report as to the suitability and character of Ms. Garbarino and Ms. Meyer. 
 
Rick Leif of 30 Wiles Farm Road spoke in support of granting the license noting that this type of 
business profile ties in nicely with the Downtown Revitalization Plan. 
 
SB Member Maselli moved the Board vote to close the public hearing; SB Member Wixted 
seconded the motion; the roll call vote was taken as follows: 
 
Hirsh “aye”  Maselli “aye” 
Wixted “aye”  Cohen  “aye” 
Ziton “aye”  
 
SB Member Maselli moved the Board vote to approve the application as submitted by AC Fresh 
Interiors LLC d/b/a White Cottage for a new Wine & Malt Package Store License for premises 
located at 290 West Main Street, Unit 2 contingent on successful completion of all required course 
work; SB Member Hirsh seconded the motion; the roll call vote was taken as follows: 
 
Hirsh “aye”  Maselli “abstain” 
Wixted “aye”  Cohen  “aye” 
Ziton “aye”  
 
TOUGAS FAMILY FARM 
To consider a One-Day Special Liquor License for weekend days during the months of September 
and October 2023 for premises located at 234 Ball Street. 
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Kerrie Ward was present to request a One-Day Special Liquor License for the following 2023 
events to be held at the Farm at 234 Ball Street.   
 
• Labor Day Weekend – September 2 3 & 4 
• Celebration of Early Season Apples – September 9 & 10 
• Honeycrisp Weekend – September 16 & 17 
• Autumn Begins – September 23 & 24 
• Fall Festival Weekend – September 30 & October 1 
• Long Holiday Weekend – October 7, 8 & 9 
• Celebration of Late Season Apples – October 14 & 15 
• Pumpkin Fest – October 21 & 22 
• Pick-Or-Treat – October 28 & 29 
 
The serving hours for each day will be 11am-5pm.  There will be no rain dates.  The application 
packet includes the details about the safety precautions and the systems in place for each event.  
Similar events have been held in the past with a One-Day Special Liquor License issued by the 
Select Board with no issues.   
 
Following questions and comments from members of the Board, it was noted that the Police, Fire, 
Building and Health Departments have reviewed the application and have no concerns to report. 
 
SB Member Wixted moved the Board vote to approve the application for a One-Day Special 
License as submitted by Tougas Family Farm LLC for events to be held at 234 Ball Street per the 
approved floor plan as submitted with the application.  The event dates are weekends as follows:  
September 2, 3 & 4; September 9 & 10; September 16 & 17; September 23 & 24; September 30 
& October 1; October 7, 8 & 9; October 14 &15; October 21 & 22 and October 28 & 29 from 
11am – 5pm with no rain dates.  The license is approved with the condition that the precautions 
and systems are in place for each event as stated in the July 31, 2023 letter from Tougas Family 
Farm; SB Member Hirsh seconded the motion; the roll call vote was taken as follows: 
 
Hirsh “aye”  Maselli “aye” 
Wixted “aye”  Cohen  “aye” 
Ziton “aye”  
 
SKIP DOYLE - ROTARY CLUB – REQUEST TO CLOSE BLAKE STREET 
Request to close Blake Street for Applefest Street Fair on Saturday, September 9, 2023 from 7am-
5pm. 
 
Chair Cohen noted that Mr. Doyle was not able to attend tonight’s meeting.  He indicated that the 
annual Applefest Street Fair sponsored by the Rotary Club will be held on Saturday, September 
9th from 9am-3pm.  The request to close Blake Street from 7am to 5pm will allow vendors ample 
time to set up and break down their booths.  
 
SB Member Maselli asked if she could set up a Select Board volunteer table similar to what she 
did during a Community Affairs Concert.  Chair Cohen recommended that she make a request to 
the Rotary Club and that he would be happy to help with that. 
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SB Member Hirsh moved the Board vote to close Blake Street on Saturday, September 9, 2023 
between the hours of 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. for the annual Applefest Street Fair; SB Member Wixted 
seconded the motion; the roll call vote was taken as follows: 
 
Hirsh “aye”  Maselli “aye” 
Wixted “aye”  Cohen  “aye” 
Ziton “aye”  
 
ANNUAL APPOINTMENT OF ELECTION WORKERS 
Chair Cohen noted that Mr. Dowd was not able to attend tonight’s meeting.  He indicated that 
pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 54, Section 12, the Select Board shall annually 
appoint election officers.  The participation of Election Officers is based on Town needs and their 
availability.   
 
SB Member Ziton moved the Board vote to appoint those individuals who appear on the 2023/2024 
Election Officer List for a term beginning on September 1, 2023 and ending on August 31, 2024 
as submitted by Town Clerk Andrew Dowd; SB Member Wixted seconded the motion; the roll 
call vote was taken as follows: 
 
Hirsh “aye”  Maselli “aye” 
Wixted “aye”  Cohen  “aye” 
Ziton “aye”  
 
SB MEMBER LISA MASELLI – DISCUSSION REGARDING LIONS CLUB SIGN 
Chair Cohen noted that there has been questions and comments from the public regarding the 
electronic Lions Club sign that has not been working.  He indicated that this sign is not owned or 
operated by the Town and that it is his understanding that the Lions Club is aware of the issue and 
is working to obtain the proper parts to fix it. 
 
SB Maselli indicated that the sign located at the entrance to Blake Street was first installed by the 
Lions Club in 1980 and in 2012 was upgraded to an electronic version.  She noted that the Lions 
Club is interested in installing a new sign rather than repairing the existing one and is currently 
looking at funding opportunities.  Moving forward, the Lions Club would like the Town to be 
responsible for the sign contents and its continued maintenance.  Chair Cohen suggested that the 
Lions Club submit a letter to the Select Board expressing their ideas about the future of the sign 
and attend a future meeting of the Select Board to discuss this further.  It was also noted that the 
placement of a new sign may be considered as part of the Downtown Revitalization Plan. 
 
TOWN ADMINISTRATOR SCREENING UPDATE – BOARD REPRESENTATION 
At the July 31st Board Meeting, Chair Cohen noted that the Board will continue working with 
Municipal Resources, Inc. (MRI), who will lead the search for a second recruitment process for 
both an interim and permanent Town Administrator.  He has reached out to the members of the 
Town Administrator (TA) Screening Committee who have expressed interest in continuing to 
serve through the second recruitment process.  SB Member Maselli expressed her interest in 
serving on the TA Screening Committee.  Members of the Board responded in support of SB 
Member Maselli serving on the TA Screening Committee in addition to Chair Cohen. 
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SB Member Hirsh moved the Board vote to expand the Town Administrator Screening Committee 
to include a second Select Board representative and that that representative be SB Member Maselli; 
SB Member Wixted seconded the motion; the roll call vote was taken as follows: 
 
Hirsh “aye”  Maselli “aye” 
Wixted “aye”  Cohen  “aye” 
Ziton “aye”  
 
SET MEETING SCHEDULE FOR SEPTEMBER TO DECEMBER 
A brief discussion ensued about the merits of meeting twice per month. 
 
SB Member Maselli moved the Board vote to set the meeting schedule for September through 
December as follows: 
 
September 11 & 18 
October 16 & 23 
November 6 & 20 
December 4 & 18 
 
SB Member Hirsh seconded the motion; the roll call vote was taken as follows: 
 
Hirsh “aye”  Maselli “aye” 
Wixted “aye”  Cohen  “aye” 
Ziton “aye”  
 
REPORTS 
 
Kristen Wixted 
- Extended her appreciation to all the volunteers who are helping the families who are being 

housed in a temporary shelter located in Town. 
 
Laura Ziton 
- Extended her appreciation to Town staff and everyone else in the community for their 

overwhelming efforts in managing the needs of the temporarily housed families. 
 
Julianne Hirsh 
- Noted that the Select Board has scheduled an in-person Goalsetting Meeting on August 28 at 

Town Hall that will be open to the public.  The logistics of the meeting were briefly discussed. 
- Attended a walkthrough meeting of the White Cliffs at which time Capital Environmental was 

there to test for mold, asbestos and lead.   
- Began a brief discussion about Board members throwing candy out to the public while 

marching in the Applefest parade.   
 
Lisa Maselli 
- Congratulated Cable Access Director Kathy Dalgliesh on her recent retirement and thanked 

her for her years of service. 
- Announced that she was able to garner interest from residents to serve on Boards and 

Committees  during the last concert sponsored by the Community Affairs Committee (CAC).  
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She is looking forward to doing it again and thanked the CAC for sharing their Summer 
Concert Series events. 

- Viewed the recent meeting of the Town Hall Feasibility Study Committee and is concerned 
with the length of time until the Committee meets again.  Expressed her interest in serving on 
this committee to explore the potential location of Town Hall Offices at one of the following 
four buildings:  4 West Main Street, the existing Town Hall, White Cliffs and the existing fire 
station location.  

 
Mitch Cohen 
- Noted that the final concert of the Summer Concert Series will be held on August 20th. 
- Provided a brief update on the families that are housed at a temporary location in Town.  

Extended his appreciated to Town staff and the many volunteers who have done a marvelous 
job working with these families. 

 
Robert Reed 
- Acknowledged the resignation of Assistant Town Administrator Becca Meekins.  Thanked her 

for her outstanding service and wished her the best.  Members of the Board extended their 
appreciation to Ms. Meekins as well. 

 
EXECUTION OF CEMETERY DEEDS 1171 & 1172 
SB Member Wixted moved the Board vote to execute Cemetery Deeds 1171 & 1172; SB Member  
Ziton seconded the motion; the roll call vote was taken as follows: 
 
Hirsh “aye”  Maselli “aye” 
Wixted “aye”  Cohen  “aye” 
Ziton “aye”  
 
TRANSFER OF CEMETERY DEED A929 
SB Member Ziton moved the Board vote to execute the transfer of Cemetery Deed A929; SB 
Member Hirsh seconded the motion; the roll call vote was taken as follows: 
 
Hirsh “aye”  Maselli “aye” 
Wixted “aye”  Cohen  “aye” 
Ziton “aye”  
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
None. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
SB Chair Cohen invited comments from the public.  There were none. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
SB Member Hirsh moved the Board vote to adjourn; SB Member Maselli seconded the motion; 
all members voted in favor.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:35 pm. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
Diane M. Wackell 
Executive Assistant to the 
  Board of Selectmen 

 
Documents used during meeting: 
1. August 14, 2023 Meeting Agenda 
2. July 6, 2023 Meeting Minutes 
3. July 17, 2023 Meeting Minutes 
4. July 26, 2023 Meeting Minutes 
5. July 31, 2023 Meeting Minutes 
6. Information packet – AC Fresh Interiors Wine & Malt Package Store License 
7. Information packet – Tougas Family Farm One Day Special License 
8. Memorandum – Request to Close Blake Street 
9. Information packet – Appointment of Election Workers 
10. Memorandum – Meeting Schedule 
11. Cemetery Deeds 
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