
The Board of Building Regulations and Standards Approves 

The Eighth Edition of the Building Code 

The Board of Building Regulations and Standards (BBRS) is pleased to 

announce that it has approved a new, commercial building code for 

promulgation.  The new, eighth edition code which is based on the 2009 

International Building Code (IBC) becomes effective August 6, 2010.  

The eighth edition of the building code is different from previous Massachusetts 

editions in several aspects. 

•        The eighth edition is comprised of the 2009 IBC and a set of specific 

Massachusetts amendments.  Unlike previous editions, amendments 

are not incorporated into this version of the code, rather, they are 

provided as a separate amendment package.  The manner in which 

the new code is published is similar to other New England states that 

adopt the international building and publish a set of specific 

amendments.  

•        The eighth edition specifically recognizes the 2009 International 

Existing Building Code (IEBC) with separate Massachusetts 

amendments. Therefore, the 2009 IEBC replaces the unique Chapter 

34 of earlier editions.   

•        The eighth edition also recognizes other 2009 International Codes, 

including:  

�      The International Energy Conservation Code,  

�      The International Mechanical Code, and 

�      Certain sections of The International Fire Code.  

The new, eighth edition will soon be available at the Secretary of State’s 
Bookstore located in the State House @ the intersection of Beacon and Park 
Streets in Boston; across from the Boston Common.   
  
Please call the bookstore @ (617) 727-2834 for information as to how to acquire 
the new code and amendment package or visit the on-line bookstore @ 
http://www.sec.state.ma.us/spr/spridx.htm.  Also, all international codes may also 
be purchased directly through the International Code Council @ iccsafe.org.  An 
‘unofficial’ version of only the Massachusetts amendment package will be 
placed on the DPS website by mid-August for convenience.  However, please 



remember that Secretary of State is the official keeper of the records for this and 
all Massachusetts regulations.    
  
As with all new editions of the building code, the BBRS typically assigns a 

concurrency period of approximately six (6) months.  During the concurrency 

period, a code user may choose to use either the seventh or eighth edition of the 

code without mixing provisions.  At the conclusion of the concurrency period the 

seventh edition is retired and the eighth edition becomes the sole code in effect.  

The BBRS will be determine a specific concurrency period at its August 10, 2010 

meeting, 

The BBRS will begin training municipal building officials on requirements of the 

new code beginning in September, 2010.  Meanwhile, the BBRS and its staff are 

drafting an amendment package specific to The 2009 International Residential 

Code  (IRC) which will form the basis of the eighth edition of the Massachusetts 

Code for Single- and Two-Family Dwellings.  A November, 2010, public hearing 

is planned to consider testimony relating to the adoption of the 2009 IRC and the 

referenced amendment package.  Once completed, the Massachusetts 

Building Code (both the commercial and single- and two-family dwelling code) 

will be updated to the most recent standards established by the International 

Code Council (ICC). 

 


