
 
 
 
 

 

 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MEETING AGENDA 
Monday, September 12, 2022 

7:00 p.m. 
 

 
Pursuant to Chapter 22 of the Acts of 2022, An Act Relative to the Extending 
Certain COVID-19 Measures Adopted During the State of Emergency, signed into 
law on July 16, 2022, this meeting will be conducted via remote participation.  No 
in person attendance by members of the public will be permitted.  
 

 
 

To view or listen 
 

• Live Stream link YouTube: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRdBrw3HeEAMB_KFKasrgXA  
 

• Zoom webinar link: https://town-northborough-ma-us.zoom.us/j/86838745847 
When prompted, enter Password 204518 
 

• CATV Government Channels: Verizon Channel 30, Charter Channel 192 
 

• Call 1-646-876-9923 
When prompted, enter Meeting ID  868 3874 5847 and Password 204518 

 
 
 

For Public Comment 
 

Public Comment is allowed and encouraged during any agenda item.  To offer 
comments at any time, please use the “raise hand” button in Zoom, or raise  

your hand if in person.  The Chair will recognize you before any  
vote or before the agenda item is otherwise concluded. 

 
*** Public comment will be limited to 3 minutes per person *** 

 
 
 
 
  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRdBrw3HeEAMB_KFKasrgXA
https://town-northborough-ma-us.zoom.us/j/86838745847


BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
MEETING AGENDA CONTINUED 

Monday, September 12, 2022 
7:00 p.m. 

1. Public Comment.

2. Approval of August 15, 2022 Meeting Minutes.

3. 7:00PM – Continued Public Hearing to consider an application from G&I IX 
FORBES WHITNEY LLC to amend the existing aboveground storage license 
for premises located at 30 Forbes Road by increasing the on-site storage of 
flammable and combustible liquids, flammable gases and flammable solids.

4. 7:05PM – Continued Public Hearing to consider Pole Petition 30579396 from 
Massachusetts Electric Company d/b/a National Grid and Verizon New 
England for a new pole location on Pinehaven Drive.

5. 7:10PM – Public Hearing to consider a petition as submitted by New Cingular 
Wireless PCS, LLC d/b/a AT&T for a Grant of Location for one Small Wireless 
Facility on a Replacement Utility Pole near 267 – 269 Main Street.

6. Consideration of an application for a Common Victualler License as submitted 
by Jolly Rogers Diner, LLC for premises located at 249 West Main Street.

7. Michelle Gillespie and Skip Doyle: (1) Update on 2022 Applefest Events; (2) 
Request to Close Blake Street for Applefest Street Fair on September 17, 2022 
from 7AM to 5PM.

8. Brett Pelletier of Kirk & Company – White Cliffs Update.

9. Extension of White Cliffs Committee Charge.

10. DPW Director Scott Charpentier:  Acceptance of Gift Funds for a Town 
Common Mural Project and a Bench to be located at Ellsworth-McAfee Park 
pursuant to MGL, Chapter 44, Section 53A.

11. Reports.

12. Acceptance and Execution of Property Deed for 61 & 65 West Main Street and 
approval of Fire Station Building Committee.



 
13. Recommendation for Appointments to the Board of Library Trustees, 

Scholarship Committee and the Board of Registrars. 
 

14. Execution of Cemetery Deeds 1154 & 1155. 
 

15. Any other business to come before the Board. 
 

16. Public Comment. 
 

17. Executive Session  - pursuant to M.G.L., Chapter 30A, Section 21, Subsection 
3   (Collective Bargaining Strategy Planning) due to the Chair's determination 
that a discussion regarding these matters in an open meeting may have a 
detrimental effect on the position of the Board. 



BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
MEETING MINUTES – August 15, 2022 

 
 
 
7:00 p.m. -  Chairman’s Introduction to Remote Meeting 
Chairman Cohen stated that this Open Meeting of the Board of Selectmen was being conducted 
remotely consistent with the July 16, 2022 Act Relative to Extending Certain COVID-19 
Measures Adopted During the State of Emergency and that all members of the Board of 
Selectmen are allowed and encouraged to participate remotely. 
 
Chairman Cohen noted that the Order allows public bodies to meet entirely remotely so long as 
reasonable public access is afforded so that the public can follow along with the deliberations of 
the meeting.  He added that ensuring public access does not ensure public participation unless 
such participation is required by law.  Chairman Cohen noted that this meeting will allow for 
Public Comment throughout the agenda.  He indicated the various ways that the public may view 
or participate in this meeting as listed on the posted agenda.   
 
Chairman Cohen confirmed that the following members and persons anticipated on the agenda 
were remotely present and could be heard. 
 
Board of Selectmen   Others 
Mitch Cohen    John Coderre, Town Administrator   
Julianne Hirsh    David Parenti, Fire Chief 
Kristen Wixted   Scott Charpentier, DPW Director 
Jason Perreault   Brian Griffin, Police Lieutenant 
T. Scott Rogers 
 
Any votes taken this evening will be by roll call. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Chairman Cohen invited comments from the public.  There were none. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES – JULY 18, 2022 MEETING 
Selectman Wixted moved the Board vote to approve the July 18, 2022 meeting minutes as 
presented; Selectman Perreault seconded the motion; the roll call vote was taken as follows: 
 
Perreault “aye”  Hirsh  “aye” 
Rogers “aye”  Cohen  “aye” 
Wixted “abstain” 
 
7:00 p.m. - CONTINUED PUBLIC HEARING 
To consider an application from G&I IX FORBES WHITNEY LLC to amend the existing 
aboveground storage license for premises located at 30 Forbes Road by increasing the on-site 
storage of flammable and combustible liquids, flammable gases and flammable solids. 
 
Chairman Cohen indicated that the applicant has requested continuance of this public hearing to  
the Board’s September 12, 2022 meeting. 
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Selectman Perreault moved the Board vote to continue the public hearing for the application of 
G&I IX FORBES WHITNEY LLC to amend the existing aboveground flammables and 
combustible storage license for premises located at 30 Forbes Road to the September 12, 2022 
meeting of the Board of Selectmen at 7:00pm; Selectman Rogers seconded the motion; the roll 
call vote was taken as follows: 
 
Perreault “aye”  Hirsh  “aye” 
Rogers “aye”  Cohen  “aye” 
Wixted “aye” 
 
7:05 p.m. - PUBLIC HEARING 
To consider Pole Petition 23122239 from Massachusetts Electric Company d/b/a National Grid 
and Verizon New England for new pole locations on Brigham Street. 
 
Chairman Cohen opened the public hearing. 
 
DPW Director Scott Charpentier indicated that National Grid is requesting approval to install 
three (3) new poles along the northerly side of Brigham Street.  This work is being proposed to 
eliminate three (3) existing guy wires which are attached to trees.  The installation of these 
proposed poles will provide improved support for existing poles. 
 
There were no comments from the public. 
 
Selectman Rogers moved the Board vote to close the public hearing; Selectman Hirsh seconded 
the motion; the roll call vote was taken as follows: 
 
Perreault “aye”  Hirsh  “aye” 
Rogers “aye”  Cohen  “aye” 
Wixted “aye” 
 
Selectman Rogers moved the Board vote to approve Pole Petition 23122239 as submitted by 
Massachusetts Electric Company d/b/a National Grid and Verizon New England; Selectman 
Wixted seconded the motion; the roll call vote was taken as follows: 
 
Perreault “aye”  Hirsh  “aye” 
Rogers “aye”  Cohen  “aye” 
Wixted “aye” 
 
7:05 p.m. -  PUBLIC HEARING 
To consider Pole Petition 30579396 from Massachusetts Electric Company d/b/a National Grid 
and Verizon New England for a new pole location on Pinehaven Drive. 
 
Chairman Cohen opened the public hearing. 
 
DPW Director Scott Charpentier indicated that National Grid is requesting approval to relocate 
Pole #10 on Pinehaven Drive approximately nine feet north from its current location, to remove 
the existing tree guy and install a new anchor/guy. The relocation of Pole #10 and the installation 
of a new anchor/guy will provide improved support for this pole.   
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Michelle Mendelson of 48 Pinehaven Drive noted that the Town Engineer, a National Grid 
Engineer and herself agreed with the proposed pole location, with the option that this location be 
revisited if it interferes with her access to the adjacent parking space.  Mr. Charpentier confirmed 
that the agreement was as Ms. Mendelson described.  He added that both the parking space and 
the proposed location of the guy wire are within the public way.  If the guy wire has to be pushed 
further back to accommodate the parking space, it will likely result in it now being on private 
property that would require an easement from the property owner.  Ms. Mendelson indicated that 
if the location is changed she would like to be part of that discussion. 
 
Michael Parent from National Grid, who was not present at the site meeting, joined the meeting. 
He agreed that with the proposed location of the guy wire a regular size vehicle would have 
room to park in that space, but cautioned that it can’t be guaranteed that a vehicle the size of a 
truck would fit.  Mr. Charpentier stated that moving the pole nine feet North is just about at the 
limit of the paved area of the parking space.   
 
In response to a question by Ms. Mendelson, Mr. Parent indicated that National Grid’s 
preference would be not to install a sidewalk anchor as an alternative as they do not have the 
same holding strength.  Mr. Parent noted that the pole cannot be extended any further than the 
proposed nine feet North.   
 
Following further discussion, it was agreed by all parties to continue the public hearing to allow  
additional time to determine the best option to ensure continued access to the parking space. 
 
Selectman Hirsh moved the Board vote to continue the public hearing to September 12, 2022 at 
7:05pm; Selectman Rogers seconded the motion; the roll call vote was taken as follows: 
 
Perreault “aye”  Hirsh  “aye” 
Rogers “aye”  Cohen  “aye” 
Wixted “aye” 
 
APPOINTMENT OF RYAN CLARK AS POLICE OFFICER 
Police Lieutenant Brian Griffin indicated that Ryan Clark is a fully trained and certified Police 
Officer currently working full-time for the Nantucket Police Department. He attended 
Bridgewater State University graduating with a BS in criminal Justice with a minor in 
Psychology.  He was a John and Abigail Adams scholarship recipient and was the 2016 
Massachusetts State Collegiate Athletic Conference champion.  Sergeant Griffin requested that 
Mr. Clark’s appointment be effective September 6, 2022.  Mr. Clark was not able to be present 
this evening due his current work schedule. 
 
Selectman Wixted moved the Board vote to appoint Ryan Clark as a Police Officer effective 
September 6, 2022; Selectman Rogers seconded the motion; the roll call vote was taken as 
follows: 
 
Perreault “aye”  Hirsh  “aye” 
Rogers “aye”  Cohen  “aye” 
Wixted “aye” 
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APPOINTMENT OF BRUCE TAIT AS SPECIAL POLICE OFFICER 
Police Lieutenant Brian Griffin introduced Bruce Tait as a retired Quincy Massachusetts Police 
Officer who currently works as a Police Officer at Boston University.  He requested that Mr. Tait 
be appointed as a Special Police Officer to assist with traffic details and other authorized 
activities as specified in the Police Department’s policy and procedures. Mr. Tait is a 
Northborough resident and a U.S Army Veteran and is fully trained and certified.  Sergeant 
Griffin requested that Mr. Tait’s appointment be effective August 16, 2022.  Mr. Tait was 
present and thanked the Board for this opportunity. 
 
Selectman Perreault moved the Board vote to appoint Bruce Tait as a Special Police Officer 
effective August 16, 2022; Selectman Hirsh seconded the motion; the roll call vote was taken as 
follows: 
 
Perreault “aye”  Hirsh  “aye” 
Rogers “aye”  Cohen  “aye” 
Wixted “aye” 
 
ANNUAL APPOINTMENT OF ELECTION WORKERS 
Town Clerk Andrew Dowd indicated that pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 54, 
Section 12, the Board of Selectman shall annually appoint election officers.  The participation of 
Election Officers is based on Town needs and their availability. 
 
Selectman Rogers moved the Board vote to appoint those individuals who appear on the 
2022/2023 Election Officer List for a term beginning on September 1, 2022 and ending on 
August 21, 2023 as submitted by Town Clerk Andrew Dowd; Selectman Perreault seconded the 
motion; the roll call vote was taken as follows: 
 
Perreault “aye”  Hirsh  “aye” 
Rogers “aye”  Cohen  “aye” 
Wixted “aye” 
 
ASSIGNMENT OF POLICE OFFICERS TO POLLING PLACE FOR SEPTEMBER 6, 
2022 STATE PRIMARY ELECTION 
Mr. Dowd informed the Board that recent changes to the Election Laws now charges the Board 
of Selectmen with detailing a sufficient number of police officers for each polling location.   
 
Selectman Hirsh moved the Board vote to approve a sufficient number of police officers, but not 
less than one, at the polling location at the Melican Middle School, 145 Lincoln Street at every 
election therein and to designate the Police Chief as the authority to assign police officers 
according to scheduling and availability; Selectman Rogers seconded the motion; the roll call 
vote was taken as follows: 
 
Perreault “aye”  Hirsh  “aye” 
Rogers “aye”  Cohen  “aye” 
Wixted “aye” 
 
  



Selectmen Meeting  Minutes 5 August 15, 2022 
 
 

 

EXECUTE SEPTEMBER 6, 2022 STATE PRIMARY ELECTION WARRANT 
Town Clerk Andrew Dowd noted that the Election Warrant will be posted on the Town website, 
at the polling place (Melican Middle School), Town Hall, Library and the Post Office.  He will 
post a copy of the Election Warrant at the High School and the Senior Center.  Mr. Dowd added 
that he plans to conduct a student voter registration drive at the High School in October,  just 
prior to the November election. 
 
Mr. Coderre confirmed that as long as the DPW Electronic Sign isn’t needed to announce a 
DPW project, it can be used to advertise the primary election about a week or so ahead of the 
election. 
 
Selectman Perreault moved the Board vote to approve and execute the September 6, 2022 State 
Primary Election Warrant as presented by Town Clerk Andrew Dowd; Selectman Hirsh 
seconded the motion; the roll call vote was taken as follows: 
 
Perreault “aye”  Hirsh  “aye” 
Rogers “aye”  Cohen  “aye” 
Wixted “aye” 
 
Mr. Dowd provided a brief update on the upcoming elections, including information on the 
various ways that residents can vote.  It was noted that this information is available on the Town 
website. 
 
REPORTS 
 
Julianne Hirsh 
- Noted that the Central Massachusetts Regional Planning Commission approved $10,000 for a 

net zero planning project.  She suggested that Northborough consider creating a 
Sustainability Committee. 

- Reported on the recent White Cliffs Committee meeting. 
- Noted that the Master Plan Implementation Committee is meeting on August 18th. 
- Noted that the Water & Sewer Commission will be holding a public hearing on August 16th 

to consider water and sewer rates. 
 
T. Scott Rogers 
- Reported on recent meetings of the Board of Health. 
- Reported on recent meetings of the Conservation Commission. 
- Thanked the Fire Chief and Police Chief for their monthly reports. 
- Asked the Fire Chief to offer guidance and advice to residents regarding the current drought 

conditions.   
- Congratulated Assistant Town Administrator Becca Meekins on the recent arrival of her son 

Casey. 
  

Kristen Wixted 
- Requested that the Board consider revising the volunteer application for Boards and 

Committees, to update the descriptions of each Board and Committee and to determine which 
Boards and Committees are no longer needed. 
 



Selectmen Meeting  Minutes 6 August 15, 2022 
 
 

 

Jason Perreault 
- Thanked the Northborough Fire Department, as well as the surrounding communities who 

responded to the house fire on Whitney Street.  Extended his thoughts and prayers to the 
Marshall family as they deal with the aftermath of this fire. 

- Noted that the son of Mike Serapiglias, a Call Firefighter with the Northborough Fire 
Department, is in search of a kidney.  The notice with more information can be found on the 
front page of the Town website by clicking on the social media tab for the Fire Department.  
He encouraged anyone who may be willing to go through the kidney donor testing process to 
please do so. 

- Congratulated Ms. Meekins on the birth of her son Casey. 
 

Mitch Cohen 
- Requested information about the complete streets survey.  Mr. Charpentier responded that the 

survey can be found on the DPW and Planning Board pages of the Town website and will be  
sent out to those who have subscribed to Town News.  At the Board’s request, he will also 
make paper copies of the survey available at the Town Hall, Library and Senior Center.  He 
noted that the results of the survey will be analyzed by the Town’s consultant and will be 
presented to the Board of Selectmen before the first public input session is held. 

- Noted that he talked to Mr. Coderre about arranging a walk-thru of the White Cliffs building 
by both the Board of Selectmen and members of the White Cliffs Committee. 

 
John Coderre 
- Announced that the Town has contracted with Brett Pelletier of Kirk & Company as the 

consultant for the White Cliffs property.   Mr. Pelletier will be meeting with various Boards 
and Committees to solicit input and discussions about their priorities for this property.  Mr. 
Pelletier is scheduled to meet with the Board of Selectmen at their September 12th meeting.  
The priorities of the Town will then be compiled as part of the Request for Proposals process. 

- Noted that the final State Aid budget resulted in a net increase of $123,924, which will 
effectively lower the tax impact by approximately $16 on an average single family home 
value of $546,657. 

- Provided an update on the Fire Station Building Committee, which will consist of a member 
of the Board of Selectmen, the Financial Planning Committee, the Fire chief, a designee from 
the Fire Department and three citizens-at-large.  He added that the closing on the new Fire 
Station property located at 61 & 54 West Main Street and the adjacent property at 10 Monroe 
Street should be taking place in the next few weeks. 

 
RECOMMENDATION FOR APPOINTMENTS TO THE DIVERSITY, EQUITY, 
INCLUSION & BELONGING COMMITTEE (DEIB) 
Prior to making any appointments to the DEIB Committee, a discussion ensued regarding the 
interview process for this Committee.  Selectman Rogers expressed concern with the Interview 
Committee disqualifying a candidate based on whether or not that candidate currently serves on 
what the Interview Committee perceives to be an important or special committee.  Chairman 
Cohen stated that it would be worthwhile for the Board to have a discussion on updating the 
volunteer application, as well as the interview and appointment process.   
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Board members discussed their opinions about individual Board members recruiting candidates 
for Boards and Committees.  More specifically, Selectman Rogers expressed concern with a 
Board member personally recruiting a candidate of a certain characteristic that is known to them, 
to interview that candidate and to then make a recommendation on that candidate’s appointment.  
Chairman Cohen’s opinion was that recruiting candidates to Boards and Committees is an 
important role of the Board of Selectmen.  Selectman Perreault spoke to Selectman Rogers’ 
point, stating that in this case it appears that the additional recruitment efforts was a reaction to 
dissatisfaction with the initial pool of candidates based on criteria that the Interview Committee 
members chose to apply.  Selectman Rogers cautioned Board members to be careful with the 
language that is used when discussing criteria for candidates of a certain characteristic as it is 
inappropriate and possibly illegal. 
 
In the continued discussion regarding the process of recruiting candidates for Boards and 
Committees, Selectman Wixted stated that the direct charge of the DEIB Committee is that the 
members of the Committee shall be diverse and drawn from under-represented groups to the 
greatest extent possible.  She noted that the first pool of applicants did not all represent under-
represented groups, adding that she is proud and comfortable with the interview process for this 
Committee.  Selectman Hirsh added that all of the candidates were excellent.  She acknowledged 
that the DEIB Committee charge was very helpful in guiding this particular interview process. 
 
Selectman Wixted moved the Board vote to appoint Seira Shalton to the Diversity, Equity, 
Inclusion and Belonging Committee for a partial three-year term as recommended by the 
Interview Committee; Selectman Hirsh seconded the motion; the roll call vote was taken as 
follows: 
 
Perreault “aye”  Hirsh  “aye” 
Rogers “aye”  Cohen  “aye” 
Wixted “aye” 
 
Selectman Wixted moved the Board vote to appoint Melissa Diglio to the Diversity, Equity, 
Inclusion and Belonging Committee for a partial three-year term as recommended by the 
Interview Committee; Selectman Hirsh seconded the motion; the roll call vote was taken as 
follows: 
 
Perreault “aye”  Hirsh  “aye” 
Rogers “aye”  Cohen  “aye” 
Wixted “aye” 
 
Selectman Wixted moved the Board vote to appoint Mariam Ibrahimi to the Diversity, Equity, 
Inclusion and Belonging Committee for a partial two-year term as recommended by the 
Interview Committee; Selectman Hirsh seconded the motion; the roll call vote was taken as 
follows: 
 
Perreault “aye”  Hirsh  “aye” 
Rogers “aye”  Cohen  “aye” 
Wixted “aye” 
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Selectman Wixted moved the Board vote to appoint Cynthia Moore to the Diversity, Equity, 
Inclusion and Belonging Committee for a partial two-year term as recommended by the 
Interview Committee; Selectman Hirsh seconded the motion; the roll call vote was taken as 
follows: 
 
Perreault “aye”  Hirsh  “aye” 
Rogers “aye”  Cohen  “aye” 
Wixted “aye” 
 
Selectman Wixted moved the Board vote to appoint Yong Tan to the Diversity, Equity, Inclusion 
and Belonging Committee for a partial one-year term as recommended by the Interview 
Committee; Selectman Hirsh seconded the motion; the roll call vote was taken as follows: 
 
Perreault “aye”  Hirsh  “aye” 
Rogers “aye”  Cohen  “aye” 
Wixted “aye” 
 
Selectman Wixted moved the Board vote to appoint Ashish Verma to the Diversity, Equity, 
Inclusion and Belonging Committee for a partial one-year term as recommended by the 
Interview Committee; Selectman Hirsh seconded the motion; the roll call vote was taken as 
follows: 
 
Perreault “aye”  Hirsh  “aye” 
Rogers “no”  Cohen  “aye” 
Wixted “aye” 
 
RECOMMENDATION FOR APPOINTMENT TO THE ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 
For the record, as part of the 2022 reappointment process, one application was received for the 
Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA).  Interviews were conducted with the new applicant and the 
incumbent on March 29, 2022.  Due to a split vote on the recommended appointment at the April 
11, 2022 Selectmen’s Meeting, Board members agreed it was best to restart the process.  The 
ZBA vacancy was advertised for 30 days and the two original applicants were invited to reapply 
if still interested.  The Interview Committee conducted interviews on June 28, 2022. 
 
Meeting minutes from the March 29th and June 28th interviews, as well as copies of the 
applications were included in the Board’s meeting packets.    
 
Selectman Hirsh moved the Board vote to appoint Suzanne Cieslica to the Zoning Board of 
Appeals for a partial three-year term as recommended by the Interview Committee; Selectman 
Wixted seconded the motion. 
 
Discussion 
Prior to the vote, a discussion ensued about the interview and appointment process for those 
Boards and Committees that have alternate positions.  Selectman Rogers requested that the 
volunteer application include a question directed to those applicants who already serve on a  
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Board or Committee asking them about their level of commitment and interaction and whether in 
some cases the candidate may consider stepping down from the other Board or Committee in 
preference to the one they are applying for.  Chairman Cohen added that in the case of an 
alternate member applying for a voting seat, if there are enough applicants, both the interviews 
and appointments should be done simultaneously. 
 
Selectman Perreault expressed concern with promoting Ms. Cieslica to a voting seat with what 
he sees as her lack of commitment and ability to constructively participate in ZBA meetings 
while she serves on the Board as an alternate member due to conflicting demands that cause her 
to be late or otherwise distracted.  Rather than promoting her to a voting seat at this time, he is 
more inclined to allow her more time to serve as an alternate member to demonstrate her ability 
to make the commitment that this Board requires.  He added that in comparison Mr. Rand was on 
time and fully present and engaged in all ZBA meetings without distraction.  
 
Selectman Wixted applauded those mothers that are able to manage and juggle the 
responsibilities of raising a family while serving on a Board or Committee at the same time.  She 
expects that as a voting member, Ms. Cieslica would be able to make the ZBA meetings a 
priority.  Selectman Perreault responded that he is not criticizing the applicant for whatever 
demands are placed upon them.  He clarified his point that the Board of Selectmen has the 
responsibility as the appointing authority to ensure that all members that are appointed to the 
ZBA demonstrate a sufficient level of commitment and the ability to fully engage in meetings. 
 
Chairman Cohen stated that although there is some expectation on how a Board or Committee 
member should conduct themself during a meeting, he does not agree that this is a valid reason 
for disqualification.  He suggested that when the Board revisits the volunteer application and the 
interview process, some language should be added regarding the expectation as to how Board 
members should conduct themselves during remote meetings.  Selectman Hirsh stated that she 
takes issue with commenting on someone’s level of attention during a meeting as there are those 
that are able to multitask well.  She added that in this case, there is another alternate member that 
can vote if needed.  Selectman Perreault disagreed adding that Board members and applicants 
should have confidence that everyone present is fully engaged.   
 
Just prior to the vote, Chairman Cohen added that he has seen this applicant ask a number of 
questions and be extremely engaged during the meetings.  Selectman Perreault asserted that Mr. 
Rand has demonstrated the greater balance of experience, understanding, knowledge and 
reliability in his participation of ZBA meetings. 
 
The roll call vote was taken as follows: 
 
Perreault “no”  Hirsh  “aye” 
Rogers “no”  Cohen  “aye” 
Wixted “aye” 
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SET MEETING SCHEDULE FOR SEPTEMBER TO DECEMBER 
Selectman Rogers moved the Board vote to set the meeting schedule for September through 
December as follows: 
 
September 12 & 26 
October 3 & 17 
November 7 & 21 
December 5 & 19 
December 15 (Financial Trend Monitoring Report Presentation) 
 
Selectman Perreault seconded the motion; the roll call vote was taken as follows: 
 
Perreault “aye”  Hirsh  “aye” 
Rogers “aye”  Cohen  “aye” 
Wixted “aye” 
 
EXECUTION OF CEMETERY DEEDS 1152 &1153 
Selectman Perreault moved the Board vote to execute Cemetery Deeds 1152 & 1153; Selectman   
Hirsh seconded the motion; the roll call vote was taken as follows: 
 
Perreault “aye”  Hirsh  “aye” 
Rogers “aye”  Cohen  “aye” 
Wixted “aye” 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
None. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Chairman Cohen invited comments from the public.  There were none. 
 
9:25 p.m. - EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Selectman Hirsh moved the Board vote to enter into Executive Session - pursuant to M.G.L., 
Chapter 30A, Section 21, Subsection 3 (Litigation – SA Farms and Marlborough Wastewater 
Treatment Plant) & (Collective Bargaining Strategy Planning) due to the Chair's determination 
that a discussion regarding these matters in an open meeting may have a detrimental effect on the 
position of the Board; Selectman Rogers seconded the motion; the roll call was taken as follows: 
 
Perreault “aye”  Hirsh  “aye” 
Rogers “aye”  Cohen  “aye” 
Wixted “aye” 
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ADJOURNMENT 
Chairman Cohen announced that the Board will enter into Executive Session and will not return 
to the open meeting. 

The open meeting ended at 9:25 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Diane M. Wackell 
Executive Assistant to the 
  Board of Selectmen 

Documents used during meeting: 
1. August 15, 2022 Meeting Agenda
2. July 18, 2022 Meeting Minutes
3. Aboveground Storage Public Hearing continued to November 7, 2022 Meeting
4. Information Packet – Pole Petition 23122239
5. Information Packet – Pole Petition 30579396
6. Memorandum – Police Officer and Special Police Officer Appointments
7. Memorandum – Annual Appointment of Election Workers
8. Memorandum – Assignment of Police Officers to Polling Place
9. September 6, 2022 State Primary Election Warrant
10. Information Packet – Diversity, Equity, Inclusion & Belonging Committee Appointments
11. Information Packet – Zoning Board of Appeals Appointment
12. Memorandum – September to December Meeting Schedule
13. Cemetery Deeds

RETURN TO AGENDA



 

TOWN OF  NORTHBOROUGH 
63 Main Street 

Northborough, MA 01532-1994 
(508) 393-5040 Phone 

(508) 393-6996 Fax 
 

 

 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
 
 

TO:  Board of Selectmen   
 
FROM: Town Administrator 
 
SUBJECT: Aspen Aerogels Request for Continuance 
 
DATE:  September 8, 2022 
 
 
Aspen Aerogels is scheduled to appear before the Planning Board for a Special Permit 
Modification on September 20, 2022.  Aspen Aerogels has requested a continuance of the 
public hearing to amend the existing aboveground storage license for premises located at 
30 Forbes Road to the November 7, 2022 meeting of the Board of Selectmen at 7PM. 
 
 
 
 
John W. Coderre 
__________________________ 
 
 



MEMO 
 
TO:  John Coderre, Town Administrator 
 
CC:  Scott Charpentier, Public Works Director 
  William Lyver, Police Chief 
  David Parenti, Fire Chief 
 
FROM: Fred Litchfield, Town Engineer 
 
DATE:  September 6, 2022 
 
RE:  Pole Petition for WR# 30579396 
 
 
As a result of the discussion from the Board of Selectmen’s meeting held on Monday, 
August 15th being continued, I have reviewed the attached petition again for the 
relocation of Pole 10 which is located on the easterly side of Pinehaven Drive near the 
intersection with Jay Ave.  
 
This work is being proposed by National Grid to eliminate an existing guy wire attached 
to a tree and installing a new pole and a separate guy anchor.  I met on site with Jeffrey 
Silva, the designer responsible for this petition and although the pole location has not 
changed the guy wire anchor has been relocated slightly up hill from the previous spot 
and is just beyond the edge of the existing pavement for the parking spot closest to 
Pinehaven Drive at house number 48. Mr. Silva has also indicated the new pole will be 
10 feet taller than the existing pole, thus providing more clearance. 
 
Work Request # 30579396 is for the relocation of pole # 10 approximately 9 feet to the 
north along Pinehaven Drive.  The relocation of this pole and the installation of a new 
guy anchor will provide improved support for pole #10. 
  
There are no issues with this work, and I recommend this petition be approved provided 
public safety is made aware of when the work is going to occur.  
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TOWN OF  NORTHBOROUGH 

Board of Selectmen 
Town Offices, 63 Main Street 

Northborough, MA 01532-1994 
508-393-5040 Phone

www.town.northborough.ma.us 

NORTHBOROUGH BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 

=============================================================== 

Pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 166, Section 21, 22, 25A for 
telecommunication wires and wireless attachments and appurtenances installed within the 
public right-of-way, you are hereby notified that the Northborough Board of Selectmen 
will hold a remote Public Hearing on Monday, September 12, 2022 at 7:10 p.m. to 
consider a Petition for a Grant of Location for a Small Wireless Facility on a 
Replacement Utility Pole near 267 – 269 Main Street as submitted by New Cingular 
Wireless PCS, LLC d/b/a AT&T further described as follows:   

Near 267 – 269 Main Street 
AT&T proposes to install fiber optic cable(s); remote radios in an equipment cabinet 44” 
long by 21” wide by 20” deep mounted to a proposed replacement 38’ 6” tall wood utility 
pole at 12’ 9” above ground level; one top-mounted antenna measuring 24.5” high with a 
14.7” diameter; conduits and cable protectors; and an electrical meter 8’ AGL with 
shutoff switch and grounding rod.  Note:  AT&T’s antennas must be at least 48” from the 
utility lines. 

Reason  
To create and monitor better reliability of the rapidly increasing demands on AT&T’s 
wireless network in this area. 

Pursuant to Chapter 22 of the Acts of 2022, An Act Relative to the Extending Certain 
COVID-19 Measures Adopted During the State of Emergency, signed into law on July 
16, 2022, this meeting will be conducted via remote participation.  No in person 
attendance by members of the public will be permitted. 

To join the Public Hearing 
URL link:  https://town-northborough-ma-us.zoom.us/j/86838745847 Passcode: 204518 
Join by phone: 1 646 876 9923 / Webinar ID: 868 3874 5847 / Passcode: 204518 

 Any person wishing to be heard regarding this petition should remotely join this Public 
Hearing at the date and time mentioned above.   

Kristen Wixted, Clerk 
Northborough Board of Selectmen 

cc: Abutters 

http://www.town.northborough.ma.us/
https://town-northborough-ma-us.zoom.us/j/86838745847












From: Diane Wackell
To: Diane Wackell
Subject: FW: Draft Wireless Planning Board Memo
Date: Friday, September 9, 2022 7:19:38 AM

John,
 
The federal Telecommunications Act includes the following provision: “ No State or local
government or instrumentality thereof may regulate the placement, construction, and modification
of personal wireless service facilities on the basis of the environmental effects of radio frequency
emissions to the extent that such facilities comply with the Commission’s [FCC] regulations
concerning such emissions.” 47 U.S.C. §332(c)(7)(B)(iv).  In a recent case involving the City of
Cambridge, the U.S. District Court of Massachusetts stated, “The [Telecommunications Act] aims to
develop wireless infrastructure by removing regulatory barriers that restrict service providers at
every level of state government. Specifically, the TCA limits local authorities through five provisions:

 
[L]ocal  governments  may  not  ‘unreasonably  discriminate  among  providers  of
functionally  equivalent  services,’  47  U.S.C.  §  332(c)(7)(B)(i)(I),  take  actions  that
‘prohibit  or  have  the  effect  of  prohibiting  the  provision  of  personal  wireless
services,’ § 332(c)(7)(B)(i)(II), or limit the placement of wireless facilities ‘on the basis
of  the environmental effects of  radio  frequency emissions,’ § 332(c)(7)(B)(iv). They
must  act  on  requests  for  authorization  to  locate  wireless  facilities  ‘within  a
reasonable  period  of  time,’  §  332(c)(7)(B)(ii),  and  each  decision  denying  such  a
request  must  ‘be  in  writing  and  supported  by  substantial  evidence  contained  in  a
written record,’ § 332(c)(7)(B)(iii).”  ExteNet Systems, Inc. v. City of Cambridge, 481
F. Supp. 3d 41, 49 (D. Mass. 2020).

 
The courts have interpreted “environmental effects” as including health effects.
 
The Federal Communications Commission has adopted its own guidelines, under the TCA, for human
exposure to radio frequency electromagnetic fields, and those are applicable to FCC-regulated
transmitters.
 
The draft memo recommends a separation distance from the adjacent school, based on “safety
concerns.” (first bullet point) It is not clear to me what that phrase means in the context of the
application, and I would recommend more specificity.
 
The third bullet point mentions “safety standards” for frequency levels.  In my view, the applicable
standards are those of the FCC.
 
As to the collocation comment in the fourth bullet point, I note that the New Cingular Wireless
petition would appear to be subject to the FCC’s rule on small cell facilities as set out in the
Declaratory Ruling and Third Report and Order in Docket No. 18-133 (“FCC Rule”).  In sum, the FCC
Rule provides that municipalities may exercise local oversight of issues relating to aesthetics,
undergrounding and minimum spacing requirements of small wireless facilities, provided those
requirements are: a)  “reasonable in that they are technically feasible and reasonably directed to
avoiding or remedying the intangible public harm of unsightly or out-of-character deployments”; b)
not more burdensome than those applied to similar infrastructure deployments; c) objective - i.e.,
they incorporate clearly-defined and ascertainable standards applied in a principled manner; and d)
published in advance.  
 

mailto:dwackell@town.northborough.ma.us
mailto:dwackell@town.northborough.ma.us




CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Town of
Northborough’s mail system.  Do not click on links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Laurie Connors
To: John Coderre; Diane Wackell
Subject: FW: Small cell antenna near St. Bernadette School
Date: Tuesday, August 16, 2022 6:27:51 PM

Hi John and Diane,
 
Please forward to the BOS for the September public hearing.
 
Best,
 
Laurie Connors, Planning Director
Town Hall
63 Main Street
Northborough, MA 01532
Phone- 508-393-5040 x7
Email- lconnors@town.northborough.ma.us
 
 
 

From: Christine Horan <cmciccone@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, August 16, 2022 6:22 PM
To: Planning Board <PlanningBoard@town.northborough.ma.us>
Cc: Tim Horan <horan.tim@gmail.com>
Subject: Small cell antenna near St. Bernadette School
 

Hello, 
 
   My name is Christine Hotan. I am a resident of Northborough and my children attend St.
Bernadette School. I just became aware of a plan to put up a small cell antenna very close to or in
front of St. Bernadette. I am writing to share my concern over this being so close to a school. There
seems to be several other options that would not be close to any of our schools in town. I only
became aware of this today, but I do hope there will be additional time for discussion on this
location before any final decisions are made. 
 
Thank you, 
Christine Horan
140 Howard St. 

mailto:lconnors@town.northborough.ma.us
mailto:jcoderre@town.northborough.ma.us
mailto:dwackell@town.northborough.ma.us


From: Laurie Connors
To: John Coderre; Diane Wackell
Subject: FW: Cell tower near St. Bs
Date: Tuesday, August 16, 2022 6:29:32 PM

Here is another comment incorrectly sent to the Planning Board...

Best,

Laurie Connors, Planning Director
Town Hall
63 Main Street
Northborough, MA 01532
Phone- 508-393-5040 x7
Email- lconnors@town.northborough.ma.us

-----Original Message-----
From: Jennifer Richard <jrichard34@mac.com>
Sent: Tuesday, August 16, 2022 6:14 PM
To: Planning Board <PlanningBoard@town.northborough.ma.us>
Subject: Cell tower near St. Bs

CAUTION: This email originated from a sender outside of the Town of Northborough’s mail system.  Do not click
on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

It is come to my attention that there is a consideration to put a cell tower in close proximity to the children and
students at Saint Bernadette school. Are there no other alternatives for the location that would be less densely
populated and still effective for the town?

Please consider anther location. St Bernadette has many children from northboro attending and would hope that an
alternate location could considered.

Thank you so much.
Best,
Jenn O’Beirne
19 Treetop Circle
Northborough, MA 01532

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:lconnors@town.northborough.ma.us
mailto:jcoderre@town.northborough.ma.us
mailto:dwackell@town.northborough.ma.us
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TOWN OF  NORTHBOROUGH 

Town Offices 
63 Main Street 

Northborough, MA 01532-1994 
(508) 393-5040 Phone 

(508) 393-6996 Fax 
 

 
 
MEMO 
 
 
TO:  Members of the Board of Selectmen 
  John Coderre 
 
FROM: Diane Wackell 
 
DATE:  September 8, 2022 
 
RE:  Common Victualler and Entertainment Licenses 

Jolly Roger Diner – 249 West Main Street 
 
 
Attached is an application for a Common Victualler License as submitted by Jolly Rogers 
Diner LLC at 249 West Main Street – the former Two Doors Away Cafe. 
 
This is a change of ownership only.  All other aspects of the business will remain the 
same. 
 
It is recommended that the Common Victualler License be granted with the condition that 
the licensee receive satisfactory inspections by the Building, Fire and Health 
Departments. 
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TOWN OF  NORTHBOROUGH 

Board of Selectmen 
Town Offices, 63 Main Street 

Northborough, MA 01532-1994 
508-393-5040 Phone

508-393-6996 Fax
www.town.northborough.ma.us 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Members of the Board of Selectmen 
Town Administrator 

FROM: Diane Wackell 

DATE:  September 9, 2022 

RE: Updates on Applefest and the Street Fair 
________________________________________________________________________ 

Michelle Gillespie and Skip Doyle have been invited to the September 12th Board 
Meeting in order to provide updates on Applefest and the Street Fair.   

The only action that will be requested of the Board is to close Blake Street for the Street 
Fair on Saturday, September 17th from 7am – 5pm in order to allow vendors ample time 
to set up and break down their booths.   

RETURN TO AGENDFA
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KIRK&COMPANY

REAL ESTATE COUNSELORS 

31 MILK STREET, SUITE 820 BOSTON, MA 02109 

TEL: 617-261-7100  MOB: 857-409-1079 

EMAIL: dsk@kirkco.com • bpelletier@kirkco.com 

September 8, 2022 

Via Email: dwackell@town.northborough.ma.us and jcoderre@town.northborough.ma.us 

Town of Northborough, MA 

Board of Selectmen 

Town Hall 

63 Main Street 

Northborough, MA 01532 

RE: White Cliffs RFP  

Dear Members of the Board of Selectmen: 

This Memorandum has been prepared as a way of introducing myself and my firm, updating you 

on the progress to date regarding the repositioning of the White Cliffs mansion, and outlining our 

general timeline and strategy for deploying the RFP and reviewing responses. 

Briefly, Kirk&Company is a real estate consulting firm that has been providing real estate 

counseling and advisory, valuation, market analysis, and strategic decision-making services to 

sophisticated market participants since 1993.  Kirk&Company provides clients with real estate 

counseling and valuation services for all types of income-producing property and our specialized 

services include development and operating feasibility, marketability, valuation, and due diligence 

services for development, redevelopment, adaptive reuse of historic properties, financing, 

investment, disposition, and litigation.  All of our work is performed and prepared for the exclusive 

use of our clients and all materials submitted by our clients are considered proprietary and 

confidential.  Our counsel is based on the Counselors of Real Estate (CRE) standards of 

professionalism and is unbiased, knowledgeable and confidential. 

For the work in Northborough, I (Brett Pelletier) am providing advisory services to the Town we 

have made significant progress since engagement.  Generally speaking, the process is broken down 

into three discrete tasks, each with sub-tasks, of which, the majority will be considered ongoing 

throughout the entire engagement.  One informs the other and the ultimate goal informs the process 

from the beginning.  We are currently working our way through Task 1 with some overlap into 

Task 2 as we cultivate interest and engagement around the property. 

Task 1: Develop and Draft RFP 

• Includes Significant Due Diligence in Advance of Deployment

• Clear RFP Scoring Metrics and Priorities

mailto:dwackell@town.northborough.ma.us
mailto:jcoderre@town.northborough.ma.us


KIRK&COMPANY

REAL ESTATE COUNSELORS 

31 MILK STREET, SUITE 820 BOSTON, MA 02109 

TEL: 617-261-7100  MOB: 857-409-1079 

EMAIL: dsk@kirkco.com • bpelletier@kirkco.com 

• Deployment of the RFP

Task 2: Engage and Cultivate Interest 

• Marketing and Business Development

• Site Visits, Strategy Sessions, Creative Capital Stack

Task 3: Evaluation RFP Submissions 

• Informed by the Town’s Priorities and RFP Scoring Metrics

• Pick a Partner

• Negotiate Terms

The White Cliffs Committee has identified five major criteria for framing the RFP and evaluation 

of responses, proposals, and project scope, that include: 

1. Restoration and preservation of the structure,

2. Creation of public access and connection to the community,

3. Reduce municipal fiscal burden,

4. Consideration of landscaping and grounds,

5. Responsiveness to the Master Plan and Downtown Revitalization Plan

Additionally, the Committee has agreed on basic evaluation criteria as it pertains to the 

qualifications of the respondent or team, including: 

1. Respondent/Team experience and qualifications,

2. Financial, organizational, and technical capacity,

3. Proposal quality (from above criteria),

4. Brief project feasibility/proforma exercise.

The current timeline includes the preparation and delivery of a draft RFP by 09/15/2022+- with a 

review period afterwards for the Committee to provide feedback and edits, if needed.  The project 

timeline includes the deployment of the RFP on or about the first week of October with a 60+- day 

RFP response window thereafter.  

Within the past three weeks, I have engaged with over 50 market participants, including real estate 

developers, real estate brokers, end users, historic preservation professionals, and adjacent 

professionals active in the adaptive reuse space.  I have generally received strong feedback and 

interest and continue to engage with these parties in advance of the release of the formal RFP.  If 

you have any comments, questions, or suggestions as we work through the due diligence portion 

of this exercise, I welcome the conversation and input.  Please feel free to reach out to me directly 

or we can discuss any thoughts you might have during my attendance at Monday’s meeting.  Thank 



KIRK&COMPANY

REAL ESTATE COUNSELORS 

31 MILK STREET, SUITE 820 BOSTON, MA 02109 

TEL: 617-261-7100  MOB: 857-409-1079 

EMAIL: dsk@kirkco.com • bpelletier@kirkco.com 

you for the opportunity to serve the town of Northborough.   I look forward to continuing to serve 

the town of Northborough on this interesting and challenging project.  

Sincerely,

Brett N. Pelletier, CRE®, MRA, FRICS®

Kirk&Company

31 Milk Street, Suite 820

Boston, MA  02109

617-261-7100

Bpelletier@kirkco.com



 
WHITE CLIFFS COMMITTEE 

MEETING MINUTES – August 11, 2022 
 

 
2:00 p.m. – Chairman’s Introduction to Remote Meeting 
 
Chairman Helwig stated that Pursuant to S. 2985 as amended, a bill to extend certain 
COVID-related amendments to the Open Meeting Law, as modified by Chapter 22 of the 
Acts of 2022, permitting remote meetings and participation until March 31, 2023, signed 
into law on July 16, 2022, this meeting of the White Cliffs Committee will be conducted 
via remote participation.   
 
Chairman Helwig confirmed that the following members and persons were remotely 
present and could be heard: 
 
Committee Members 
Todd Helwig, Committee Chairman - CPC Representative 
Norm Corbin, Committee Vice Chair - Historical District Commission Liaison 
Julianne Hirsh, Board of Selectmen Liaison 
Tom Reardon, At-Large Member 
Diana Nicklaus, At-Large Member(joined meeting at 2:30 p.m.)  
 
Town Staff 
John Coderre, Town Administrator 
Laurie Connors, Town Planner 
Scott Charpentier, DPW Director 
Shawn Thompson, Facilities Manager 
 
1.  APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES: June 23, 2022  
Mr. Corbin moved to approve the meeting minutes for June 23, 2022;   Mr. Reardon 
seconded the motion.   The roll call vote was taken as follows: 
   
Corbin  “aye”    Reardon “aye” 
Hirsh  “aye”    Helwig  “aye” 
 
2.  MEETING WITH CONSULTANT BRETT PELLETIER OF KIRK & 
COMPANY TO DISCUSS THE RFP PROCESS  
Brett Pelletier with Kirk & Company started by saying that he will begin networking next 
week.  He stated that he received a good amount of information from various sources.  And 
he asked members to continue to use the online drop box to send anything else that could 
be useful. 
 
Mr. Pelletier reviewed the homework assignment results.  He said that the questions that 
need to be answered are: 

1. What is the Town asking for in this RFP? 
2. What is the Town expecting to decide on? 
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Mr. Corbin had some questions after looking at the criteria examples and did not think this 
was in line with the Preservation Light approach. 

Mr. Pelletier replied that this was a great way to start off the discussion.  

Mr. Coderre provided the following scenarios: 
1. The Town retains ownership of the parcel, enters into a long-term lease with a

private sector operator who would renovate the building following the Preservation
Light approach to bring the building back up to code and functioning.  The Town
might retain some rights of use. However, the Town would have to consider how
to handle the funding gap between what it needs to renovate the facility and its
anticipated revenue stream.

2. The Town sells the facility outright with a preservation restriction to a private
developer/operator.

Mr. Helwig asked why not just sell the property out right rather than lease it?  He added 
that a buyer would have an easier time obtaining financing if they own the property versus 
leasing it.   

Mr. Coderre replied that it is his sense that the community may want to retain ownership 
for use and control and he deferred to Mr. Pelletier for his input.  He asked Mr. Pelletier if 
the Town owns the property is it more or less favorable to obtain funding. 

Mr. Pelletier responded that it is usually not favorable for the Town to own it and it would 
be easier to sell it outright.  An outright sale is less complicated than a lease with 
restrictions, so it will be easier to finance.  The Town needs to decide if that is an acceptable 
approach. 

Mr. Pelletier reviewed the top 5 criteria from the Committee’s input: 
1. Restoration and preservation of the structure
2. Create public access and/or relationship to the community
3. Reduce municipal burden (economic feasibility) / minimize additional tax dollars

being spent.
4. Landscaping
5. Connection with Master Plan or Downtown Revitalization Plan

Mr. Pelletier will structure the draft RFP as follows: 
1. Underwriting criteria (basic boilerplate language to gather information about who

the applicant is, their capabilities and their financials)
2. The actual project proposal (based on the 5 criteria bullet points)
3. A project feasibility exercise (can include here any sort of specific requirements or

requests)

Mr. Pelletier added that the RFP should not be too detailed.  It should be structured to be 
somewhat flexible in order to elicit creative approaches to addressing the project. 

Mr. Corbin would like to consider selling off 2-3 acres of the property.  There is additional 
land there and if they sold off a lot, the Town could potentially use those funds to help 
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renovate the property.  Mr. Pelletier asked if there was a site survey.  Mr. Coderre replied 
yes and asked Mr. Thompson to locate this for Mr. Pelletier. 

Mr. Pelletier asked to meet with Town Officials and asked if he could walk the site.  Mr. 
Coderre asked Mr. Pelletier if he would like to be placed on the agendas for upcoming 
Planning Board, Master Plan Implementation Committee, Historic District Commission 
and Board of Selectmen meeting agendas.  He asked Ms. Connors and Mr. Corbin to work 
with him on their boards’ meeting dates and he noted that the Board of Selectmen will be 
meeting on September 12th and 26th.     

3. NEXT MEETING
September 7, 2022 at 2 p.m. via Zoom.

4. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Mr. Corbin asked Mr. Thompson to confirm if the dehumidifiers were up and running as
anticipated at the last meeting.

Mr. Thompson replied yes the dehumidifiers are working.  The building is showing them 
at 45% humidity on the first and second floors, so the approach is working as they had 
hoped.  

ADJOURNMENT 
Ms. Nicklaus moved the Committee vote to adjourn the meeting at 3:12 p.m.; Mr. Reardon 
seconded the motion; the roll call vote was taken as follows: 

Corbin “aye” Reardon “aye” 
Hirsh “aye” Helwig  “aye” 
Nicklaus “aye” 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Lynda LePoer 
Executive Assistant 

Documents used during meeting: 
1. August 11, 2022 Meeting Agenda
2. Meeting Minutes from June 23, 2022
3. Project timeline schedule from Kirk & Company dated 7/20/22

RETURN TO AGENDA



TOWN OF  NORTHBOROUGH 
63 Main Street 

Northborough, MA 01532-1994 
(508) 393-5040 Phone

(508) 393-6996 Fax

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Board of Selectmen 

FROM: Town Administrator 

SUBJECT: Extension of White Cliffs Committee Charge 

DATE:  September 9, 2022 

The Board of Selectmen established the White Cliffs Committee in September, 2017 to 
serve for a period of up to two years.  Following a period of delay caused by the pandemic, 
the Committee is moving forward and has engaged Brett Pelletier of Kirk & Company to 
issue a Request for Proposal (RFP) to repurpose the property. 

It is recommended that the charge of the White Cliffs Committee be extended through 
December 31, 2023. 

John W. Coderre 
__________________________ 



TOWN OF  NORTHBOROUGH 
Town Offices 

63 Main Street 
Northborough, MA 01532-1994 

(508) 393-5040 Phone
(508) 393-6996 Fax

Press Release
September 26, 2017 
For immediate release: 

The Northborough Board of Selectmen is seeking individuals interested in serving on the 
White Cliffs Committee for a period of up to two years with  members serving until such 
time as they are replaced or the Committee is disbanded by vote of the Board of 
Selectmen. 

The Committee will be charged with exploring the long-term viability of the property and 
be involved in all phases of the process including: 

• hiring of consultants to establish base line conditions and recommend work to
document and secure the property and provide ongoing management in the near
term;

• working with town staff and consultants to assess the viability of use by the town
or a third party and recommend the necessary steps needed for a project to move
forward, such as a zoning change or remedial work that will prepare the building
for redevelopment by the town or make it a more viable asset for a new owner or
leasee;

• exploring viable reuses related to the town owning and operating the building, the
town owning the building and leasing the building to a third-party on a short or
long term basis, or the sale of the asset to a proven end user.

The committee will then present recommendations to the Board of Selectmen for 
consideration at the 2019 Annual Town Meeting. 

There are up to four openings on the committee for community members at large.  You 
must be a resident of Northborough and a registered voter to be considered.   

If interested, please submit a brief letter of interest and a resume to the Board of 
Selectmen, 63 Main Street, Northborough, MA 01532.  For more information you may 
contact Diane Wackell in the Selectmen’s Office at 508-393-5040. 

# # # # # 

RETURN TO AGENDA



TOWN OF  NORTHBOROUGH 
Town Offices 

63 Main Street 
Northborough, MA 01532-1994 

(508) 393-5040 Phone
(508) 393-6996 Fax

www.town.northborough.ma.us 

September 12, 2022 

Robert Terkanian 
Chief Joseph 
P.O. Box 808 
Northborough, MA 01532 

Dear Chief Joseph: 

On behalf of the Northborough Board of Selectmen, I would like to take this opportunity to 
formally thank you and extend our heartfelt appreciation for your recent donation of $4,750 to 
fund installation of a mural adjacent to the Northborough Town Common. 

Your generosity and willingness to give back to your community by funding installation of this 
unique artwork is greatly appreciated and goes a long way in enhancing the visual appearance of 
the Downtown, and specifically the Town Common.  It will be enjoyed for years to come by all 
who visit Northborough, as well as by those who pass through. 

Sincerely, 

Mitch Cohen, Chair 
Northborough Board of Selectmen 

C: Town Administrator 
DPW Director 



TOWN OF  NORTHBOROUGH 
Town Offices 

63 Main Street 
Northborough, MA 01532-1994 

(508) 393-5040 Phone
(508) 393-6996 Fax

www.town.northborough.ma.us 

September 12, 2022 

Brenda Derby 
35 West Street 
Northborough, MA 01532 

Dear Ms. Derby: 

On behalf of the Northborough Board of Selectmen, I would like to take this opportunity to 
formally thank you and extend our heartfelt appreciation for your recent donation of $1,425.99 to 
fund installation of a park bench in memory of Grenville H. “Bucky” Rogers at the Ellsworth 
MacAfee Park. 

Your generosity and willingness to give back to your community is greatly appreciated and goes 
a long way in enhancing the overall character of one of our finest recreational facilities.  It will be 
enjoyed for years to come by all who visit the Ellsworth MacAfee Park. 

Sincerely, 

Mitch Cohen, Chair 
Northborough Board of Selectmen 

C: Town Administrator 
DPW Director 

RETURN TO AGENDA



TOWN OF  NORTHBOROUGH 
63 Main Street 

Northborough, MA 01532-1994 
(508) 393-5040 Phone

(508) 393-6996 Fax

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Board of Selectmen 

FROM: Town Administrator 

SUBJECT: Acceptance of Deed for Fire Station Property 

DATE:  September 7, 2022 

When a town acquires property, in almost all situations, there is an “acceptance” recorded 
with the deed, signed by the board/commission having custody of the property.  In this 
case, since the property will be held for general municipal purposes, including a fire station, 
that would be the Board of Selectmen.  Execution of the Acceptance precedes the closing, 
as the Board of Selectmen does not (generally) attend.  This closing will be done by mail, 
with the funds held in escrow.   

Since the Town is the buyer, Town Counsel will hold the signed Acceptance in anticipation 
of the closing, which is tentatively scheduled for September 20th.  As you know, the closing 
has been postponed numerous times pending the final remediation work by the seller, 
which is now complete.  

At your September 12th meeting, I will ask the Board to vote to sign the attached 
Acceptance, as prepared by Town Counsel.   The original Acceptance and certified Town 
Meeting vote will then be sent to Town Counsel.   

John W. Coderre 
__________________________ 
John W. Coderre 





Quitclaim Deed 

61 West Main Street Northborough Corporation, a Massachusetts corporation with its principal 
place of business at 22 Hickory Circle, Holden, Worcester County, Massachusetts 01520, hereby 
grants to the Town of Northborough, a Massachusetts municipality with an address of 63 Main 
Street, Northborough, Massachusetts 01532, for consideration paid and in full consideration of One 
Million One Hundred Fifty Thousand Dollars ($1,150,000.00), with QUITCLAIM COVENANTS, the 
following described property: 

Parcel I 
65 West Main Street, Northborough, Massachusetts. 

Land and buildings thereon situated in Northborough, Worcester County, Massachusetts  on 
the southerly side of West Main Street and bounded and described as follows: 

BEGINNING at a corner of the wall by the County road and land now or formerly of Annie 
Seaver; 

THENCE South 4 1/2° East by land now or formerly of said Seaver thirty-nine (39) rods and 
seven (7) links to land now or formerly of L. F. Stratton; 

THENCE by said Stratton's land, North 81° East five (5) rods and twenty (20) links to a 
corner of wall; 

THENCE by said Stratton's land, North 6° West thirteen (13) rods and twenty-two (22) links 
to an angle; 

THENCE by said Stratton's land, South 82° East eight (8) rods; 

THENCE by said Stratton's land, North twelve (12) rods and six (6) links to a corner of wall; 

THENCE by said Stratton's land, North 79° West one (1) rod and twenty-one (21) links to a 
fence; 

THENCE by said fence, North 4 1/2° East eleven (11) rods and twelve (12) links to the 
County road; 

THENCE by County road sixteen (16) rods and ten (10) links to the point of beginning. 

Excepting therefrom any portion taken for a highway. 



Parcel II 
61 West Main Street, Northborough, Massachusetts. 

The land in Northborough, Worcester County, Massachusetts, situated on the southerly side of 
West Main Street, being the parcel shown on a "Plan of Land in Northboro, Mass. owned by 
William B. Walker” dated July 29,1954 drawn by George D. White, Surveyor, recorded with the 
Worcester District Registry of Deeds, Plan Book 200, Plan 87 and bounded and described as 
follows: 

BEGINNING at a point on the southerly side of West Main Street at the northeasterly 
corner of the granted premises at an iron pipe marking the northwest corner of Parcel I as 
described in a deed of William B. Walker to Earle F. Pierce and Regina Pierce dated August 13, 
1954, recorded with said Registry, Book 3612, Page 304; 

THENCE South 08° 31’ 57” East by said Parcel I a distance of 152.94 feet to a point; 

THENCE South 78° 07’ 23” West a distance of 118.41 feet to a point; 

THENCE South 11° 36’ 17” East a distance of 23.00 feet, the last three courses all being 
by land shown on said plan as being of William B. Walker; 

THENCE South 87° 49’ 23” West along a stone wall and by land now or formerly of 
Henry J. and Nellie F. Pierce a distance of 29.70 feet to a point; 

THENCE North 07° 09' 37" West by said Pierce land a distance of 183.25 feet to a point 
on the southerly side of West Main Street; 

THENCE North 83° 29' 25" East by said West Main Street a distance of 142.10 feet to 
the point of beginning. 

Said parcel containing 23,540 square feet of land more or less according to said plan. 

For title to Parcel I and Parcel II see Deed of John S. Pierce dated November 23, 2015, and 
recorded in the Worcester South District Registry of Deeds at Book 54627, Page 371. 

No deed stamps are owed pursuant to G.L. c.  64D, §1. 

The Grantor certifies compliance with the provisions of G.L. c. 59, §72A and G.L. c. 7C, 
§38.

Attached hereto and incorporated herein is a certified copy of the Town Meeting vote 
authorizing the acquisition of the Premises. 

[THE REMAINDER OF THIS PAGE IS INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK] 



Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

Worcester, ss. September ___, 2022 

Then personally appeared before me the above-named Sameh Said, President and 
Treasurer of 61 West Main Street Northborough Corporation, who proved to me through 
satisfactory evidence of identification, which was a Massachusetts driver’s license, to be the 
person whose name is signed on the preceding or attached document, and acknowledged to me 
that he signed it voluntarily on behalf of 61 West Main Street Northborough Corporation, for its 
stated purpose. 

___________________________ 
________________, Notary Public 
My Commission expires:  

743867v3/NBOR/0168 



ACCEPTANCE 

On this 12th day of September, 2022, the Town of Northborough, acting by and through its 
Board of Selectmen, pursuant to the vote taken under Article 20 of the April 22, 2019 Annual 
Town Meeting, a certified copy of which is attached hereto, hereby accepts property located at 61 
West Main Street and 65 West Main Street, Northborough, for general municipal purposes, 
including, but not limited to, a fire station. 

TOWN OF NORTHBOROUGH, 
By its Board of Selectmen 

Mitch Cohen, Chair 

Julianne S. Hirsh, Vice Chair 

Kristen P. Wixted, Clerk 

T. Scott Rogers, Member

Jason Perreault, Member 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 

Worcester, ss. 

On this 12th day of September, 2022, before me, the undersigned notary public, personally 
appeared __________________________________________________, member of the 
Northborough Board of Selectmen, proved to me through satisfactory evidence of identification 
which was ______________________________________, to be the person whose name is signed 
on the preceding or attached document, and acknowledged to me that he/she/they signed it 
voluntarily for its stated purpose on behalf of the Town of Northborough. 

Notary Public  
My Commission Expires: 

743259/NBOR/0168 
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TOWN OF NORTHBOROUGH 
63 Main Street 

Northborough, MA 01532-1994 
(508) 393-5040 Phone 

(508) 393-6996 Fax 
 

 

 
MEMORANDUM 

 
TO:  Board of Selectmen 
 
FROM: Town Administrator 
 
SUBJECT: Fire Station Building Committee 
 
DATE:  September 9, 2022 
 
 
As you know, we are set to close on the new fire station building site located at 61-65 
West Main Street on September 20th.  The seller finally completed the extensive 
remediation work and our LSP has reviewed the DEP documents, confirming the site is 
clean.  We also have a tentative closing scheduled for November 10th on the adjacent 
property located at 10 Monroe Street, which will enable to new fire station to make full 
use of the proposed building location. 

Given the site acquisitions, I am now forming the advisory Fire Station Building 
Committee which will be charged with overseeing the design and construction of the new 
Fire Station.  The Committee consists of the following appointments: 

1. One member from Board of Selectmen designated by the Chair 
2. One member from Financial Planning Committee designated by Chair  
3. Fire Chief David Parenti 
4. Fire Captain Dan Brillhart 
5. Citizen—Dawn Rand (Former Chair, Fire Station Feasibility Study Committee) 
6. Citizen—Diana Nicklaus (architect / former Design Review Committee Member) 
7. Citizen—To be announced 

 
I am completing interviews and hope to have the final committee member selected for 
your meeting on Monday.  In accordance with the Town Charter, I will be asking the 
Board to approve my appointments, so the Committee may schedule its first meeting and 
begin the exciting process of planning for our new Fire Station. 
 
Thank you! 
 
 



TOWN OF  NORTHBOROUGH 
63 Main Street 

Northborough, MA 01532-1994 
(508) 393-5040 Phone

(508) 393-6996 Fax

TOWN OF NORTHBOROUGH 
PRESS RELEASE 

Fire Station Building Committee 

The Town of Northborough is seeking interested citizens to serve on a new Fire 
Station Building Committee.  This is an advisory committee charged with  

overseeing the design and construction of a new Fire Station.  The  
Committee will consist of various Town Officials and  

residents appointed by the Town Administrator. 

If you are a Northborough resident and have an interest in serving on this 
Committee, please forward a letter of interest along with a resume to the 

Town Administrator at 63 Main Street, Northborough, MA 01532 or 
by email to townadmin@town.northborough.ma.us no later 

than September 7, 2022. 

August 18, 2022 

RETURN TO AGENDA
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BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
INTERVIEW SUBCOMMITTEE 

MEETING MINUTES – August 30, 2022 

5:45 p.m. -  Introduction to Remote Meeting 
Selectman Wixted stated that this Open Meeting of the Board of Selectmen Interview 
Subcommittee is being conducted remotely consistent with Chapter 22 of the Acts of 2022, 
an Act Relative to Extending Certain COVID-19 Measures Adopted During the State of 
Emergency and signed into law on July 16, 2022 and that all members of the Board of 
Selectmen Interview Subcommittee are allowed and encouraged to participate remotely. 

Selectman Wixted noted that the Order allows public bodies to meet entirely remotely so 
long as reasonable public access is afforded so that the public can follow along with the 
deliberations of the meeting.  She added that this meeting will be livestreamed, but will not 
feature public comment. She indicated the various ways that the public may view this 
meeting as listed on the posted agenda.   

Selectman Wixted stated that any votes taken this evening will be by roll call vote. She 
confirmed that the following persons were remotely present and could be heard. 

Board of Selectmen Interview Subcommittee 
Selectman Kristen Wixted 
Selectman Scott Rogers (filling in for Selectman Julianne Hirsh) 

During each interview, applicants were told that following tonight’s interviews, the 
Interview Committee will vote on their recommendation for appointments for the Board of 
Selectmen’s consideration at their meeting on September 12, 2022.  

INTERVIEWS FOR THE BOARD OF LIBRARY TRUSTEES 

Remotely present: 
Selectman Kristen Wixted 
Selectman Scott Rogers 
Board of Library Trustees Chair Michelle Rehill 
Brittany Burns – for her interview only 
Patricia Fontes – for her interview only 

Brittany Burns 
Ms. Burns has been a resident of Northborough for 8 years.  She is a History Teacher and 
the Social Studies Department Chair at Algonquin High School and has a lot of experience 
using library resources and teaching students about library research.  She feels that both 
the School and Town libraries are a vital resource for the community and she would love 
to help support it.   
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Ms. Burns spoke to some of the challenges that libraries are facing.  She noted that it is 
important that libraries provide representation in all its books and materials that are 
unbiased and do not serve a political agenda.  
Ms. Rehill reviewed the scope of the Library Trustees and the meeting schedule.  She stated 
that the Library Trustees provide fiscal oversight for the Library Budget and vested Trust 
Funds.  There are also subcommittees who work on administrative policies and procedures, 
long-range planning, as well as planning and maintenance of the building and grounds.  
  
Patricia Fontes 
Ms. Fontes has been a Northborough resident for 18 months.  She is now retired after 
working as a School Librarian for 35 years and has a Master’s Degree in Library Science. 
While serving as a Library Trustee for 18 years in Westborough, she was able to gain 
experience with hiring a new Library Director.  She also has experience with the public 
challenging what kind of books and materials libraries should provide.  She added that it 
is important for libraries to have a good selection policy and support from the Library 
Trustees, the Board of Selectmen and the members of the community. 
 
Ms. Rehill reviewed the scope of the Library Trustees and the meeting schedule.  She stated 
that the Library Trustees provide fiscal oversight for the Library Budget and vested Trust 
Funds.  There are also subcommittees who work on administrative policies and procedures, 
long-range planning, as well as planning and maintenance of the building and grounds.  
 
INTERVIEW FOR THE BOARD OF REGISTRARS 
 
Remotely present: 
Selectman Kristen Wixted 
Selectman Scott Rogers 
Town Clerk Andrew Dowd 
Applicant – James Harrington 
 
James Harrington 
Mr. Harrington has been a Northborough resident for 5 years.  He has a BA in History with 
a minor in Education and is an experienced and well-established IT professional with over 
ten years of experience in multi-tiered support.  He has been an active voter and after doing 
some research, feels that he would be a good fit for the Board of Registrars.   
 
Mr. Dowd reviewed the responsibilities of the Board of Registrars.  The Board of 
Registrars supervise the qualification of persons to vote; certify the names of voters on 
nomination papers and petition forms and helps with Elections and Town Meetings.  He 
added that the most important responsibility of the Board of Registrars is to oversee the 
process of an Election Recount in the event that one is needed. 
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INTERVIEW FOR THE SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE 

Remotely present: 
Selectman Kristen Wixted 
Selectman Scott Rogers 
Scholarship Committee Member Elizabeth Nolan 
Applicant – Cynthia Moore 

Cynthia Moore 
Ms. Moore has been a Northborough resident for 20 years.  She is interested in serving on 
the Scholarship Committee as she is a self-employed small business owner that focuses on 
educational outcomes.  She serves as President of the Professional Association of 
Advocates and Attorneys and is active in fundraising efforts for the non-profit organization.  
She noted that she visited the Scholarship Committee website and familiarized herself with 
the scope of the Committee and some of things they are working on.   

Ms. Nolan reviewed the scope and responsibilities of the Scholarship Committee, the 
current application process and the Committee’s goals to increase awareness and 
fundraising efforts.  She also reviewed the anticipated meeting schedule, adding that most 
of the Committee members are new.   

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR APPOINTMENT 
Following a brief discussion of each of the candidates ability and interest to serve on the 
Board or Committee to which they applied, Selectmen Wixted and Rogers made the 
following recommendations for appointment. 

Selectman Rogers moved the Interview Committee vote to recommend Brittany Burns and 
Patricia Fontes for appointment to the Board of Library Trustees each for a partial three-
year term at the September 12, 2022 Selectmen’s Meeting; Selectman Wixted seconded 
the motion; the roll call vote was taken as follows: 

Selectman Rogers “aye” 
Selectman Wixted “aye” 

Selectman Rogers moved the Interview Committee vote to recommend Cynthia Moore for 
appointment to the Scholarship Committee for a partial one-year term at the September 12, 
2022 Selectmen’s Meeting; Selectman Wixted seconded the motion; the roll call vote was 
taken as follows: 

Selectman Rogers “aye” 
Selectman Wixted “aye” 
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Selectman Rogers moved the Interview Committee vote to recommend James Harrington 
for appointment to the Board of Registrars for a partial three-year term at the September 
12, 2022 Selectmen’s Meeting; Selectman Wixted seconded the motion; the roll call vote 
was taken as follows: 

Selectman Rogers “aye” 
Selectman Wixted “aye” 

ADJOURNMENT 
Selectman Rogers moved the Interview Committee vote to adjourn; Selectman Wixted 
seconded the motion; the roll call vote was taken as follows: 

Selectman Rogers “aye” 
Selectman Wixted “aye” 

Meeting adjourned at 6:50 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted, 

Diane M. Wackell 
Executive Assistant to the 
  Board of Selectmen 

Documents used during meeting: 
1. August 30, 2022 Meeting Agenda
2. Applications to the Board of Library Trustees
3. Application to the Board of Registrars
4. Application to the Scholarship Committee
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